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Greetings in the Lord!

As you receive this newsletter, we are very close to beginning a new year within the Church.  And how we 
desperately need Jesus to begin the year anew! A practice that my Italian grandmother used to encourage 
was to open all the windows to let the bad air out and allow the fresh air to replace the old. After experi-
encing a long, weary and fear-induced 2020, it is time to once again place our hope in the one who “was,” 
“is,” and “will be.”  Even though we look forward to the second coming of  Christ, our hearts are filled 
with childlike expectation and wonder as we focus on the mystery of  God becoming human for our sake. 

Advent is that time of  year to press the restart button and to renew our faith in the one who has come to 
heal and save hearts.  Instead of  overemphasizing our attention on shopping and gifts during Advent, I 
urge you to fully participate in our Advent traditions and focus on Jesus.  We have the ability to lead our 
families closer before Christ and the Holy Family.  If  you do not have an Advent wreath or nativity set, I highly recommend purchasing 
them, having them blessed, and using them daily with your family as a guide this Advent.

We remember that Christ chose to become poor, not rich; to serve rather than be served; to be a living example of  how we should live for 
the glory of  the kingdom.  May you have a blessed Advent as we prepare our hearts this Christmas to receive the one true light!  

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things came to be through him, and without him nothing came to be. What came to be through him was life, and this life 

was the light of  the human race; the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

A man named John was sent from God. He came for testimony, to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to testify 
to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.”

Many Prayers, Fr. Paul Schreiner

Greetings from the Pastor
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Mass Schedule
Sunday: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m.

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 8:30 a.m.
Wednesday, Friday: 9 a.m. (School Mass)

Saturday: 4 p.m. (Vigil Mass)

Confession Schedule
Sunday: 9:45-10:15 a.m.

Tuesday: 6-7 p.m.
Saturday: 3-3:45 p.m.
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“The Gift of Life”: 
Parish Blood Drive Update

Partnering with Vitalent Blood Bank, St. 
Mary Parish hosts a blood drive every 56 
days that’s open to the entire Vermilion 
community. Not only do these “superhe-
ro” donors save countless lives, St. Mary 
School also receives a $600 grant for every 
35 successful donations given at the school. 
Over the last several years, this has raised 
about $17,000 benefiting our wonderful 
school!

Blood drives occur Sunday mornings, 9 a.m.-
Noon. Donors also receive a free Covid-19 
test. Next dates are 12/27 and 2/21.

Please consider donating - it truly saves lives, 
as it did mine. Call me at (440) 315-7624 
with any questions or for more information. 

God Bless, Lynn Allegretto

Blessings to the People of God! 

I am continually blessed by meet-
ing parishioners for the first time.  
Whether at the KofC clambake, 
after Adoration, during the St. 
Francis Society, or Mass, it is a 
grace to be on this journey to-
gether. Accompanying each oth-
er toward the Lord provides the 
calm and solace we long for. Be-
low are some opportunities to 
join our parish community on that journey. For more in-
formation about any of  them, please contact me!

Jim Tokarsky, Pastoral Associate
jtokarsky@stmaryvermilion.org/440-967-8711

Adult Study: All are invited to our Thursday morning 
adult study at approximately 9:30 a.m. in the Gathering 
Space. For the Advent and Christmas Seasons we will 
watch the Augustine Institute’s new production, THE 
SEARCH on December 3, 10, 17, and January 7 & 14.  

Catholics Come Home: Are you being called back 
to full participation in the Church?  Did you miss Con-
firmation?  Do you need an annulment for a previous 
marriage?  Do you need your marriage sacramentalized? 
Reach out for more info!

Home Communion Visits: Are you unable to attend 
Mass and desire the Eucharist?  Do you know of  some-
one in this situation?  Contact the parish office to ar-
range a visit.

Social Concerns: Turkey envelopes for Thanksgiving 
and the Christmas Tree of  Hope will be appearing in the 
church and the Gathering Space. Visit the online giving 
tab on the parish website for electronic giving options. 
Turkey envelopes assist families with groceries. The Tree 
of  Hope benefits several charities, spreading Christmas 
love around our community.

Upcoming Events
November

22: Feast of  Christ the King
26: Thanksgiving Day Mass, 9 a.m.
29: Advent Begins

December
3: Advent Music Program, 7 p.m.
13: Parish Penance Service, 4-6 p.m.
20: Young Adult Movie Night, 6 p.m.
24: Christmas Eve Masses; 4 p.m., 
 6 p.m., Midnight
25: Christmas Day Masses; 9 a.m.

January
14: First Penance, 3:30 p.m.

Find more events by visiting the “Upcoming 
Events” page on our website and following 
us on Facebook!
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Elisha Valladares-Cormier
Communications and IT Coordinator
Hello, everyone! I’m very passionate about Church communications and happy to be 
here. I’m the oldest of  seven children and come from Silverton, Oregon, but I was born 
in El Salvador. In May, I graduated from Franciscan University of  Steubenville, where I 
studied communication arts and met my fiancée, Chloe; we plan to get married next sum-
mer, so pray for us! I’m a huge baseball fan, so I love talking about that, diocesan newspa-
pers (I wrote my thesis on them), or how the parish can improve its communication efforts.

Joseph Kwiatkowski
Music and Liturgy Director

Hello! I’m a native of  Albion, NY and received my undergraduate degree from St. 
Michael’s College, spent three years as a religious brother in the Society of  St. Edmund 
and am completing my Master’s degree from Boston College. Previously, I was a Campus 
Minister and Director of  Liturgical Music at Assumption University in Worcester. I’m an 
avid baseball fan but will try not to cheer for the Red Sox anymore. Please reach out to me 
if  you’re interested in cantoring or joining our music ministry this Advent season!

Our Lady of Fatima

The Pilgrim Virgin of  Fatima is a stat-
ue of  Mary that has traveled through 
the homes of  St. Mary parishioners for 
30 years. If  you would like to have her in 
your home for private prayer and devo-
tion with your family, please call Denise 
at (440) 787-6252. You will be blessed!

KofC Council #4539 Update

The Vermilion Knights of  Columbus wants to thank the St. 
Mary community for supporting our efforts to collect food 
and monetary donations during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
By your generosity, our council has donated over $11,000 
and seven pickup trucks of  food to the Vermilion Food Pan-
try, Grace’s Kitchen, and the Vermilion Salvation Army. 

Thank you for supporting the Oktoberfest and Clam Bake 
fundraisers that provide additional funds for St. Mary 
School and the parish general fund. We also helped PSO 
with their annual fall festival for the school by providing 
gifts and treats for the students. As we return to normal 
activities, we hope to hold our annual Valentine dinner and 
reverse raffle in February.

Want to join our council’s 
charitable and fraternal ac-
tivities? Becoming a Knight 
has never been easier! Find 
our contact information in 
the bulletin or our website.

Respectfully,
Charles Trinter, Grand Knight

Check Out Our 
Website’s New Look!
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St. Mary Parish Religious Education 
program began a new adventure this 
year. Families come together month-
ly to embrace the Catholic Faith—
from the head, to the heart, to our 
lives. Catechesis is taught, prayer is 
shared, families are formed in faith, 
and it all continues throughout the month at home.

I want to give a BIG shoutout to our volunteer parish 
catechists: Tim Rini, Jennifer Bednar, Kathy Dobos, 
Jay Krause, and Barb Trinter. We are truly blessed!

If  you are interested in participating in our Family 
Faith Formation, contact me at the parish office or by 
email. Registration is required. More information can 
be found on the parish website.

Shalom,

Sandy Smith, Religious Education Coordinator
ssmith@stmaryvermilion.org

Family Faith Formation “Leading St. Mary’s Teens 
Closer to Christ”

Young Adult Ministry
Are you a Catholic near Vermilion between 21-39 years 
old? St. Mary’s Young Adult Ministry is here for you!

This ministry aims to form a strong 
community for young adults to grow 
in their faith and socialize with other 
like-minded people their age. Wheth-
er single, dating, or married, all young 
adults are invited to join us!

Our next event will be a Christmas-themed movie night on 
Thursday, Dec. 17. For more information or to be includ-
ed in future events, contact Elisha Valladares-Cormier at 
evalladares@stmaryvermilion.org.

Pray for our youth!
First Reconciliation Prep

Bryce Blackham; Parker Dreher; Easton Geary; Josie 
Hayden; Annelise Hepp; Jude Miller; Reagan Moore; 
Jason Richardson; Max Sako; Kevin Shumaker; 
William Shumaker; Tori Smith; Maddi Sokolowski; 
Duncan Whyde

Confirmation Prep
We recently began preparation for the sacrament of  
Confirmation, which will be conferred next spring. If  
you’re wanting to join our class, please contact me.

Our program uses the “Chosen” program from As-
cension Press and our youth will perform Spiritual and 
Corporal Works of  Mercy while studying the precepts 
of  our Catholic faith in monthly learning sessions. 
Please pray for these candidates as they prepare for the 
sacrament. Thank you for your support,

Charles Trinter, Confirmation Coordinator
ctrinter@stmaryvermilion.org

Grades 9-12 Grades 7 & 8

Life Teen and Edge meet each Sunday in the 
Depot from 6:30-7:30 p.m. To join, contact 
Sandy Smith, ssmith@stmaryvermilion.org.

Catholic Netflix, For Free!

Access your FREE subscription to FORMED and 
unlock thousands of  books, movies, talks, and more to 
nurture your entire family’s faith. Go to formed.org/
signup and get your free subscription today!



Advent/Christmas

5

• December 8th, Solemnity of  the Im-
maculate Conception

Mass: Dec. 7 (Vigil), 7 p.m.; Dec. 8, 9 a.m.
• December 24th, Christmas Eve 
       (Vigil)

Mass: 4 p.m., 6 p.m., Midnight
• December 25th, Christmas Day

Mass: 9 a.m.
• December 31st, Vigil Mass for Mary, 

Mother of  God
Mass: 4 p.m.

• January 1st, Solemnity of  Mary, 
Mother of  God

Mass: 9 a.m.

NOTE: The obligation to attend Sunday Mass 
and other Holy Days remains suspended. The 
above schedule is also subject to change, so 
please refer to the parish website for the most 
up-to-date information and schedule.

Christmas Schedule

We’re excited to celebrate Advent with you! It’s a wonderful time to our love for Christ as we 
anticipate his birth on Christmas Day. We hope to see your family at our liturgies and events.

Special Events this Advent!

Advent Music Program, Dec. 3 @ 7 p.m.: This eve-
ning program is for all parishioners and will feature carols 
and traditions of  the Advent season. For more information, 
visit the parish website or email Joe Kwiatkowski at 
jkwiatkowski@stmaryvermilion.org.

Parish Penance Service, Dec. 13 from 4-6 p.m.: As 
we enter a new Church year with Advent, Confession is a 
great way to have our soul cleansed and prepared to wel-
come Christ into our lives at Christmas.

Several local priests will be available to hear confessions, 
meaning it’s the perfect time to bring the entire family. Stay 
tuned to the parish website for more information about this 
evening!

November
• 22: Feast of  Christ the King
• 29: Advent Begins

December
• 8: Solemnity of  the Immaculate 

Conception
• 24: Christmas Eve
• 25: Christmas Day
• 27: Feast of  the Holy Family

January
• 1: Solemnity of  Mary, Mother of  

God
• 3: Epiphany of  the Lord
• 1: Baptism of  the Lord

Liturgical Calendar
Celebrate Advent
with FORMED.org

• Mary of  Nazareth (Movie)
• Christmas in Rome: A Celebration of  

the Nativity (Documentary)
• Guadalupe: The Miracle and the Mes-

sage (Documentary)
• “Prepare the Way of  the King” 
• by Dr. Scott Hahn (Audio)
• “The Blessings of  Christmas” by Joseph 

Ratzinger (Pope Benedict XVI) (eBook)
• “Nicholas: The Boy Who Became San-

ta (Children’s TV)

Find these resources and many more by 
signing up for your free account today!



St. Mary School

6

Dear St. Mary Parishioners and Community,
 
At a recent school leader meeting, we reflected on Luke 5:17-26. There was one line in 
particular that struck me, although I didn’t know why: “We have seen incredible things today.” 
Now, however, I see why it remained with me. 

It’s been amazing to see the creativity and authenticity of  our students’ work. I was walk-
ing the halls and marveling at the work our students are doing using art skills to develop 
STEM skills. Recently, our fifth and sixth graders designed and built vehicles to protect 
an egg dropped from a substantial height. They did in-depth research on real-world 
applications of  how to protect something from a drop and impact, brainstormed and de-
signed their prototypes, and tested them with many positive results. Even those that broke were reminders that “failure” 
can be a tremendous learning opportunity. It was exciting seeing their hard work pay off and their joy from learning. 

Relationships and service are two other areas that I have also witnessed. I have really loved seeing our teachers get excit-
ed while greeting students in the morning and celebrating their students’ victories. We recently celebrated Fall Festival, 
which demonstrated how caring our school community can be. Many families gave time and effort to help organize 
and run the Fall Festival while following all of  the necessary precautions during this pandemic. It was an amazing effort 
and turned out to be a wonderful celebration of  a St. Mary School tradition.

I look forward to continuing to witness the incredible things both the school and parish communities will accomplish. 

God Bless,

George Mitchell, Principal
gmitchell@stmaryvermilion.org

Wreath Sale
Support St. Mary’s sixth graders as 
they fundraise for their class trip by 
selling Christmas wreaths!

Students will be selling wreaths and 
crosses after all weekend masses 
during the weekends of  November 
28 and December 5 until they’re 
sold out. For more information, con-
tact Molly Anders.

First Day of School
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                        St. Mary Fiscal Year Report: July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020                                           

Sunday & Holy Day Collections 466,484 Tuition and Fees 260,725
Christmas Collection 25,261 Student Services 1,082
Easter Collection 8,233 Scholarships 17,198
Other Collections 32,281 Fundraisers 44,325
Mass Stipends 5,695 Extended Daycare 2,138
Festivals 4,083 Preschool 78,723
Religious Education and Youth 13,608 Mandated Services 37,610
Bequests/Special Gifts 115,550 Other-Grants 9,096
Other: Flowers, Candles, etc. 33,204 Subsidy from Parish 206,975
Payroll Protection Program 140,000

Total $ 844,399 Total $ 657,872

Salaries/Payroll 269,420 Salaries/Payroll 396,750
Payroll Taxes & Benefits 86,560 Payroll Taxes & Benefits 67,764
Liturgies 16,415 Instructional 12,114
Religious Education and Youth 8,411 Student Services 14,248
Parish Activities, Rectory, 5,220 Preschool 78,440
Office Supplies, Telephone, 18,165 Marketing & Fundraising 9,698
Utilities 25,038 Office Supplies, Telephone, 18,511
Maintenance Supplies 6,230 Utilities 18,970
Services: Trash, Security, 6,525 Maintenance Supplies 16,375
Repairs 65,981 Services: Trash/Cleaning/etc 13,049
Insurance, Permits, Other 30,928 Repairs 4,381
Diocesan Assessments 35,955 Grants used 3,999
Other Misc 30,400 Insurance, Permits, Other 3,480
Subsidy to School 206,975 Other Misc 93

Total $ 812,223 Total $ 657,872

Church & School Parish Checking/Savings/Investments
Total Income 1,502,271 Parish Checking/Savings
Total Expense 1,470,095 School Checking Acct
Net Income $ 32,176 CD's

Catholic Foundation 224,070
Special Needs 10,652
School Endowment 356,991

Total Cash/Investments $ 1,311,611

6,239
604,519

We applied for a $140,000 Payroll Protection Plan loan.  Money was 
received and setup as a liability.  The loan was not forgiven as of June 
30, 2020, but shoud be in next fiscal year.
Collections have been down from the pandemic, approx 30 % below 
budget.  We are working on ways to increase giving.

109,140

Church Income School Income

Church Expense School Expense



Gallery

For more photos of  these events and additional photo albums, visit stmaryvermilion.org/galleries.

Blue Mass, Sept. 29
On the Feast of  the Archangels, the parish prayed for those who put their lives on the line daily. Father Paul pre-
sented first responders with blessed St. Michael medals signalling St. Michael’s protection of  them.

Pet Blessing, Oct. 2
To honor the Oct. 4 feast day of  St. Francis of  Assisi, Fr. Paul blessed several of  our students’ pets, including dogs, 

hamsters, and even a reptile or two! 

Prayer Rally for Law Enforcement, Sept. 12
More than 30 people attended a prayer rally at Exchange Park, sang songs, and prayed a Rosary for all those in 

law enforcement, especially those in Vermilion.


